Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
November 2021 Newsletter

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
There is a story about Joseph Heller, the author of the novel “Catch-22,” being invited to a party
at a billionaire’s house. Heller was informed by a friend that their host, a hedge-fund manager, made
more money that day than the successful author made in his entire life perhaps. Heller responded to
his friend, “that may be, but I have something he’ll never have.” “What’s that?” the friend inquired.
Heller responded, “I have enough.”
Very often we are like Heller’s friend. Impressed by the wealth or the prestige or size or other worldly
measures of success. But as Christians, we are given something so much more than the world or our
efforts can provide: Enough. This is the heart of believing we are saved by grace and not by our
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works. To be saved by grace means that God’s favor and forgiveness is enough for us, and that we can
be sure that the God who loves us so much that He gave his own Son as a ransom for us, will give us
everything we need to support this body and life. After all, if God has so wonderfully provided for our
spiritual, eternal needs, how much more capable is he of ensuring that our bodily needs are met. Often
we forget that God takes care of the whole person. We think (or at least act as if) living by grace and
faith only has to do with our spiritual lives. We thank God for saving us and forgiving us and loving
us, but still feel compelled to get more and more material things. Like the rich fool in Jesus’ parable,
we tear down our barns to build bigger ones and take pride in the things we have accumulated (Luke
12:18). By doing so we show ourselves what we really rely on, or at least what we put our trust in
from day to day.
Meanwhile, however, Jesus says, “Consider the birds of the air…” (Matthew 6:26-34). They
don’t toil, they don’t plant, they don’t have a savings account. And yet, God provides for them just
fine. That’s not to say that having a job, making a living, having passions and saving money aren’t
good things. The good things God has given us are there to support a good life. But we have to
remember that they’re not what makes a life good. But this isn’t just a Christian or even a religious
concept. We all have heard the proverb, “money can’t buy happiness.” But we forget that the adage
isn’t there to tell people who have nothing that they should be content. Like several of Jesus’ own
parables, the adage is there to remind people who are doing pretty good or very good in the ways of
the world that that will not make them happy.
The idea of having enough—whether we have been blessed with plenty or little—helps us to
keep the main thing the main thing. When we struggle to try and keep up with the Joneses, or live up
to expectations, or fill a void we feel within us, God says to us, “My grace is enough for you” (2
Corinthians 12:9).
It is hard to realize we have enough. And to realize that being satisfied with what we have and
who we are is the greatest gift and the greatest freedom we can have. As our nation celebrates its day
of Thanksgiving, we might take note of whether with our hustle and bustle and rush to Black Friday
Sales, we actually know what it means to be thankful for what we have, and to say that God has given
us more than enough. But as Christians, we remember that our whole life is meant to be one of true
thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 5:18), true contentment, and that in giving thanks we confess that we
have so many wonderful
things to be thankful for,
and that everything we
need God has promised to
provide.
Peace and joy,
Pastor Tom
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Pastoral Care
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
7 Green St. Stafford Springs, CT 06076-1334
Office Phone-860-684-7571
Church – htlc-church@att.net
Website – htlcstafford.org
Pastor Tom (860-806-2440)
Email t.s.drobena@gmail.com
Members of the Council are:
Rev. Thomas S. Drobena
President – Andrew Fisher
Vice-President – Walter Kovaciny
Treasurer – Sheila Welch
Secretary – Amelia Hinchliffe
Melissa Fisher
Leonard Lichanec
Michael Marvonek
Patricia Marvonek
(Non-Council position)
Financial Secretary – Leigh Maxa
Service Teams
✝ Worship & Music Team: Leigh Maxa
✝ Hospitality Committee: Amelia Hinchliffe and
Jennifer Welch
✝ Property Team: Andrew Fisher,
Michael Marvonek, Adam Tremblay and
Michael Welch
✝ Learning & Youth Group Team:
Rev. Thomas Drobena, Melissa Fisher, Cathy &
Leonard Lichanec
Shut-in Members of Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church
Attn: Barbara Bulick
The Ivy at Ellington
123 West Road Apt 115
Ellington. CT 06029-5730
Attn: Ms. Shirley Kaba
Douglas Manor
103 North Rd.
Windham, CT 06280
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Ms. Anna Mandak
21 Old Monson Rd.
Stafford Springs, CT 06076-3343
Attn: Mrs. Tonia Marvonek
Evergreen Health Care Center
201 Chestnut Hill Rd., Rm. # 2107
Stafford Springs, CT 06076-4005
Vacuum Cleaner
The gently used Vacuum Cleaner that was given
to the church several years ago has stopped
working. If a member or friend of Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church has a vacuum cleaner they
wish to donate or purchase a new vacuum
cleaner, please let us know. With the pews
being close, a canister model that has a metal
handle and flexible floor attachment will
probably work beat. Using an upright vacuum,
the sides of the bag will be worn out with the
sides of the bag brushing the sides of each pew.
Social Hour
You may remember the beginning of the
summer of 2021, it was announced there would
Social Hour every Sunday and a sign-up sheet
would be posted for people to offer to bring
refreshments. Well, the signup sheet never was
posted and we are back inside the church. At
the October council meeting, it was decided to
schedule the Social Hour on the 1st and 3rd
Sunday each month. There is a signup sheet
attached to the white board in the narthex for
volunteers to indicate they are providing food
for a social hour. The refreshments can be
purchased or baked. Instead of pastry, perhaps
someone may wish to supply cheese and
crackers. Another idea could be to bring fruit or
sandwiches. Each person’s talent for planning is
the only restriction.

November Birthdays
04 – Kim Valery-Pickar
05 – Shirley Kaba
06 – Diane Bulick
15 – Walter Kovaciny
15 – Leigh Maxa
18 – Jean Palacko
19 – Jenny Baarck

Dress Warmly
Keep in mind that the church is a little harder to
heat than our homes! Please dress warmly
during the winter months to avoid the chill from
when the front doors open and close, and to help
us save a little bit on heating oil.

Anniversaries
We’re not aware of any Anniversaries
in November. If this is incorrect,
please contact Pastor Tom or Walter
Kovaciny so the list can be updated.
Thanks.

Take-Out Turkey Dinner
Join us on Sunday, November 21, for our TakeOut Turkey Dinner. Juicy roast turkey, mashed
potato and giblet gravy, stuffing, homemade
cranberry sauce, green beans, and assorted
pastries for dessert. $15 per person or $50 for a
family meal (feeds 4-6). For customers with a
gluten allergy, there will be Gluten Free stuffing
and gravy available. Take out can be picked up
at the church between 5 and 6 pm. Place your
orders ahead by calling or texting 860-806-2440
by Friday, November 19.

Computer
The computer that has been used at church for
many years has produced the last document. In
recent years, the keyboard was changed which
kept the pc working a bit longer. If you know
have an old computer that works but is no
longer being used that you would be willing to
donate, let a council member know.
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November – December Service Schedule
These readings are from Series B and can be found in the front of the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
hymnal.
Tellers

Worship Assistants
Reader
November 7, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. – All Saint’s Sunday – White
Isaiah 25: 6 – 9; Psalm 24; Revelation 21: 1 – 6a; John 11:32 – 44
Amelia Hinchliffe
Leigh Maxa
Daniel Lichanec
Walter Kovaciny
Hymns – Entrance: 424, Hymn of the Day: 422 Communion: 430, Closing: 873
November 14, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. – The Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost – Green

Daniel 12: 1 – 3; Psalm 16; Hebrews 10: 11 – 14 [15 – 18] 19 – 25; Mark 19: 1 – 8
Hymns – Entrance: 685, Hymn of the Day: 790, Communion: 638, Closing: 434
Jennifer Welch
Sheila Welch
Daniel Lichanec
Michael Welch
November 21, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. – Christ the King Sunday – White

Daniel 7: 9 – 10, 13 – 14; Psalm 93; Revelation 1: 4b -= 8; John 18: 33 – 37
Hymns – Entrance: 408, Hymn of the Day: 855, Communion: 838, Closing: 439
Walter Kovaciny
Leigh Maxa
Daniel Lichanec
Leonard Lichanec
November 28, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. – The First Sunday of Advent – Blue
(This is the 1st Sunday in Year C)

Jeremiah 33: 14 – 16; Psalm 25, 1 – 10; 1 Thessalonians 3: 9 – 13; Luke 21: 25 – 36
Hymns – Entrance: 768, Gospel Acclamation 257, verses 1 – 2,
Hymn of the Day: 532, Communion: 521, Closing: 551
Amelia Hinchliffe
Sheila Welch
Daniel Lichanec
Walter Kovaciny
December 5, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. – The Second Sunday of Advent – Blue
Malachi 3:1-4 (No Psalm) Luke 1: 68 – 79; Philippians 1: 3 – 11; Luke 3: 1 – 6
Walter Kovaciny
Leigh Maxa
Daniel Lichanec
Patricia Marvonek
Hymns – Entrance: 239, Gospel Acclamation: 257, verses 3 – 4
Hymn of the Day: 436, Communion: 715, Closing: 244
Attn: Tellers. Please mark your calendar when you’re scheduled to serve and show up. Lately, there
hasn’t been enough to count the offering per policy. The policy states the Financial Secretary and two
(2) helpers to count the offering. If you’re not available to serve on the Sunday you’re scheduled,
please find a replacement. Thanks.
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November Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday

Thursday

2021

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

6

10

11
Martin of
Tours,
Bishop

12

13
9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
Safe Net
Distribution

19

20

Pastor’s
Day off

7 All Saints Sunday
10:00 a.m. Holy
Communion
11:15 a.m.
Social Hour
Daylight Savings
Time ends

8

14 The Twenty Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost
10:00 a.m. Holy
Communion
11:15 a.m.
Council meeting

15

21 Christ the King
Sunday
10:00 a.m. Holy
Communion
11:15 a.m.
Social Hour

22

9
Pastor’s
Day off

Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
16

17
Pastor’s
Day off

23
Clement,
Bishop of
Rome
Pastor’s
Day off

Take-Out
Turkey Dinner
5-6 p.m.
28 The First Sunday
of Advent
10:00 a.m. Holy
Communion

29

30
Andrew,
Apostle
Pastor’s
Day off
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18

Elizabeth of
Hungary,
Renewer of
Society

24

25
26
Catherine
of
Alexandria,
Martyr

27
9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.
Safe Net
Distribution

The First Thanksgiving The Back Story By Michael Welch
There are many providential elements to the establishment of the Plymouth Colony. I am often driven
to distraction by all the mis information about the first Thanksgiving. Chiefest of all is that the
Puritans were there! The Pilgrims arrived in 1620 the Puritans arrived in 1629 establishing the Salem
colony. The people dressed in black and white are Puritans, not Pilgrims. Pilgrims dressed in bright
colors. Both the Pilgrims and the Puritans believed that we were saved by grace alone, there was no
deed that could be performed to earn ones way into Heaven. Acts of charity and good works were
performed out of gratitude to God for offering Himself as a final sacrifice, that all who believed this
would be saved.
The Pilgrims sought to separate themselves from the Church of England, while the Puritans wanted to
reform the Church. Because they were both persecuted they came to the Americas. This belief was a
result of the reformation and the teachings of Luther and Calvin. After a number of years of
discussions between the Plymouth and Salem colones, without the prying eyes of the Anglican
Church, the Congregational Church was formed.
Now the back story,
The previous year there was a poor harvest. The reason for which was
determined by the leaders of the colony after much discussion. The charter written by their investors
in England required all produce to be divided up amongst all the settlers equally, as a result many did
not contribute their labor and the woman were called to do the wash and cooking for other families,
yet all benefited equally. The second year each family was given a portion of land according to family
size and each family would be responsible for their own providence. The result was the entire family
including the little ones would go out into the fields and plant as much corn as they could joyfully and
with out complaint. All was planted and they expected a great crop, but they experienced a great
drought from the end of May to the middle of July. Everything was withered and the set aside a day of
prayer. The results of which are describe in Bradford’s History of The Plymouth Plantation. This
book sadly is no longer in print, however I have attached a copy of the results as written from the
original 1647 manuscript. Bradford arrived on the Mayflower and was a leader and eye witness to
these marvelous events. It is written in old english. Please take the time to read it.
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By the President of the United States of America, a Proclamation.
Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey his
will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor-- and whereas both
Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me to recommend to the People of the
United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful
hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them an opportunity peaceably
to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.
Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by
the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author
of all the good that was, that is, or that will be-- That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our
sincere and humble thanks--for his kind care and protection of the People of this Country previous to
their becoming a Nation--for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable interpositions of his
Providence which we experienced in the course and conclusion of the late war--for the great degree of
tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed--for the peaceable and rational manner, in
which we have been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness,
and particularly the national One now lately instituted--for the civil and religious liberty with which
we are blessed; and the means we have of acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general
for all the great and various favors which he hath been pleased to confer upon us.
and also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the great
Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other transgressions-- to enable
us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and relative duties properly and
punctually--to render our national government a blessing to all the people, by constantly being a
Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and faithfully executed and obeyed--to
protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such as have shewn kindness unto us) and to
bless them with good government, peace, and concord--To promote the knowledge and practice of true
religion and virtue, and the encrease of science among them and us--and generally to grant unto all
Mankind such a degree of temporal prosperity as he alone knows to be best.
Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789.
Go: Washington
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
104 Main Street, Stafford Springs CT 06076

Turkey Dinner To Go
Sunday, November 21, 2021
Curb Side Pick Up 5 to 6 pm

Oven Roasted Turkey
Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy,
Green Beans, Cranberry Sauce
Assorted Cookies and Pastries for Dessert
Pre-Order by calling or texting
860-806-2440
All orders need to be placed by
Thursday, November 18th at 5pm

$15 for Individual Dinner
$50 for a Large Family Meal (feeds 4 to 6 people)
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 104 West Main St. Stafford Springs, CT 06076
Website address www.holytrinitystafford.org Slovak Zion Synod –
ELCA Address Correction Requested
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